Thoughts on receiving the EuroSLA Distinguished Scholar Award

I was surprised and gratified to hear of this award. Back in the UK, | might have put it
that | was “gobsmacked” and “chuffed to bits”. Thank you to EuroSLA for this
Distinguished Scholar Award, thanks to Aline for traveling to my home to present me
with it, and thanks to the committee for saying such generous things about my work. I’'m
lucky to have been part of this research community. I’m particularly fortunate to have
had many of you as colleagues and friends. The work would not have happened without
your influence, support, and collaboration. My family has been my heart and my

core. There are far too many people to mention here — in the words of Walt Whitman, “I
contain multitudes” —the collages on my webpage bio give just a hint of the many. | wish
you the same good fortune and fellowship.

My first EuroSLA involvement was the EuroSLA and BAAL Joint Workshop on Linguistic
and Psychological Approaches to L2 Acquisition of Vocabulary, University of Essex,
1994. | have enjoyed several EuroSLA meetings since — they always exemplify a wide
array of languages, learners, and conditions of learning, as well as a range of disciplines
of investigation. So, | regret not being with you in Lisbon for the 35th meeting of
EuroSLA. You have a rich program of language science to cover, and notably also the
educational and societal implications: “Roles for second language research in policy
and practice” and the Language Learning Roundtable “Pathways to Impact: Connecting
Research, Innovation, and Society”. | would be excited to hear this important work as
well as to catch up with old friends.

Languages provide our conceptual toolbox. Our world view. Learning multiple
languages takes considerable time and effort, but the rewards are great. Mutual
understanding, empathy, cooperation, ... New ways of thinking.

| am a proud adopted Welshman, a proud European, a Brit, and a naturalized American
too. | have been fortunate to have had sabbaticals and to have been welcomed in
universities and institutes of advanced study around the world.

I came to the US in the early 2000s and was able to engage across the various
disciplines of Psychology, Linguistics, Education, the English Language Institute,
Cognitive Science, and Complex Systems at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. |
enjoyed working with Language Learning colleagues towards Open Science, replication,
and research synthesis. America felt hopeful during the Obama years, with people
pulling together celebrating Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion. Other people matter. More
recently, this has been replaced by Trumpian narcissism, a focus on WASP male
uniformity, ICE enforcement, his bullying and betrayal of former allies on the world
stage, the denial of evidence-based rational debate in fundamentalissues such as
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climate science and medicine, the disregard of the liberal arts and humanities, the
winding down of aid...

But please don’t give up on us. Many of the same good people are still here focused on
the same good humanist causes, and we continue to strive for democracy. AAAL are
doing good things just like EuroSLA are, and AILA too worldwide. People are good.
Collaboration is good. Learned Societies help us engage in public dialogue in
accordance with standard norms of shared data, logic, probability, and Bayesian
reasoning. The fair synthesis of all we know carries us forwards.

| love music as much as | do cognitive science and language, hence | often close on a
musical note. So let me now share words from a recent NPR interview with another old
guy, Taj Mahal, who extolled that “Jazz will give you back your mind, Reggae will give you
back your body, but the Blues, especially in this time, will give you back your soul.”



